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Professional Practice Placement:

General Information:

The professional practice placement takes place after 18 months of theoretical training. At this point the students have a command of the required theoretical knowledge in the specific lessons of medicine, social science and occupational therapy.

During the vocational training the students have to undertake four Professional Practice Placements of the duration of 12 weeks each. During this time the students are instructed to work full-time.

The collaboration between vocational school and the placement institution is based on personal contact and cooperation arrangements. The vocational school provides a supervisor for every placement who is responsible for a good communication with the fieldwork educator. The vocational school takes care of the cooperation formalities.

There will be a written cooperation agreement between the placement institution and the vocational school.

Students who want to do their placements abroad have to be fluent in spoken and written English.

For the procedure of the fieldwork period, the following didactical structure is recommended:

1. phase: observing attendance (within 1. trimester)

2. phase: partly independent practice under mentoring (within 2. trimester)

3. phase: as far as possible independent practice under supervision (within 3. trimester)

The regulations of the WFOT require explicitly a progress toward independent practice in each period of fieldwork. It is expected that every student should do assessments and accomplish occupational therapy treatments independently during this time.

The responsibility of the student is to:

Part 1) Identify Resources and Needs, Negotiate Targeted Outcomes & Develop Action Plans

The responsibility of the student is to:

· choose the right assessment

· identify areas of resources and needs of the client (in collaboration with  the client)

· integrate assessment findings and client goals into an occupational profile of the client

· develop measurable and attainable short and long-term objectives/goals 

· determine intervention methods appropriate to established objectives/goals

· provide rationale for selection of interventions

· plan intervention priorities in conjunction with the client, the team and the client’s family or significant others

Part 2) Implement Action Plans and Evaluate Occupational Performance Outcomes

The responsibility of the student is to:

· show his performance as an occupational therapist during one treatment unit

· review objectives with the client and identify outcomes of process

· evaluate the own occupational therapy performance with the supervisor (see evaluation forms/appendix )

Practice Placement Assessment

Part 1)
 Interventions

During the time of the practice placement the students has to plan and accomplish two occupational interventions. These interventions serve the purpose of the Practice Placement Assessments and should be observed and evaluated by the supervisor (see evaluation forms appendix). These interventions should be video documented for or transmitted via webcam to the supervisor at the vocational school Mainz/Germany.

1 Intervention:

This intervention should take place within the 2nd trimester.

At this time the student is working partly independent under the mentoring of an occupational therapist. This intervention will not be clearly marked as a practice placement result, but serves the purpose as a general tendency.

2. Intervention:

This intervention should take place within the 3rd trimester.

At this time the student is working as far as possible independent under the mentoring of an occupational therapist. This intervention will be clearly marked as a practice placement result.

Part 2) Client reports

The students are instructed to write a client report for each of the two interventions. 

Like the 1.intervention, the first client report will not be clearly marked as a practice placement result, but serves the purpose as a general tendency.

The second client report will be clearly marked as a practice placement result.

The students should write detailed clients reports in German and a short form of the report in English. The German report will be e-mailed to the supervisor at the vocational school Mainz, whereas the English short form will be given to the British fieldwork educator.

Responsibility of the Placement Educator 

The placement educator has to be a registered occupational therapist with a work experience in the field of occupational therapy of at least three years.

Frequently conferences between the placement educator and the supervisor of the vocational school should take place.

The students should receive a reflection about their learning progress regularly. There should be mutual midterm and final evaluation in written form to keep records about the progress. 

During the period of placement there could be some breaks (see appendix “time of vacation”).  Please be also aware of the breaks of the placement breaks in terms of planning the mentoring time for the students.

It is absolutely essential that there is a placement educator around. If the defined placement educator is not available there must be an eligible person who can take over mentoring the student.

If no one is available please contact the vocational school.

This document is a short form of the placement manual of the School for Occupational Therapy in Mainz. 

For further information, please feel free to contact the coordinator for international relations Ms Saskia Behrens (responsible for placements abroad in  English -speaking countries):

e-mail:
saskia.behrens@med-akademie.de
phone:
0049 6131 791450

Best Wishes

Saskia Behrens (Occupational Therapist BSc.)
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